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Capitol Roundup

State budget stalemate continues — It is now more than six weeks since the
state budget deadline has passed, and a finalized budget agreement remains out of
reach. The state legislature sent a budget proposal to Gov. Tom Wolf by the June 30
deadline, but the governor strongly disagreed with the plan and vetoed the entire
document, along with state pension reform legislation and privatization of the state
liquor stores. The players remain entrenched, and it is unclear when — and how — the
2015-2016 state budget deadlock will be resolved.
Right-to-Know Law reform bill moves forward — Before breaking for the
summer, the Senate State Government Committee reported out Senate Bill 411 (PN
1154), which would make comprehensive changes to the Right-to-Know Law. This bill
would allow additional fees to be charged for commercial requests (including staff time);
clarify that bank account and credit card numbers are confidential; clarify that certain
tax forms (such as W-2s) are not public; reduce the prepayment threshold for record
requests from the current $100 to $50; exempt certain volunteer emergency service
provider records from disclosure (this would not include financial records if the organization has
a contract with a municipality); and limit the records that may be requested by inmates. The
bill is now before the full Senate.
New law clarifies requirements for child abuse clearances — Gov. Tom Wolf
recently signed Act 15 of 2015 (HB 1357), which amends Pennsylvania’s child
protection laws to clarify which volunteers must obtain child abuse clearances.
Beginning August 25, 2015, all volunteers that have “direct contact” with children
are required to obtain child abuse clearances. “Direct contact” is defined as an
individual who provides care, supervision, guidance, or control of children and has
routine interaction with children. Existing volunteers have until July 1, 2016, to obtain
the required clearances.
The state Department of Human Services’ Child Abuse History Clearance and the
Pennsylvania State Police Criminal History Record Check are required for volunteers
that meet the “direct contact” test and are available free of charge for volunteers. An
FBI clearance is also required for those who have not been a continuous Pennsylvania
resident for the last 10 years.
To learn more, go to www.KeepKidsSafe.pa.gov. Be sure to consult your
solicitor with any questions about these requirements.
Municipal pension task force issues recommendations — The governor’s task
force on municipal pensions, chaired by Auditor General Eugene DePasquale, has
issued recommendations for municipal pension reform.
The recommendations call for increasing accountability and transparency of
unfunded pension liability by requiring municipalities to disclose unfunded liability,
increasing penalties for failure to pay the minimum municipal obligation (MMO),
prohibiting municipalities from using state pension aid for administrative expenses, and
excluding pension benefits from collective bargaining.
The task force also recommended a number of mandatory standards for
underfunded pension plans, including capping overtime and excluding leave from
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PSATS’ DIRECT-TO-MEMBER
NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE
guarantees delivery of the
PSATS NEWS BULLETIN to you every month.

For $25 a year, you will receive the latest information on new laws, proposed legislation, regulations, and other matters of importance to townships — in between issues of the Pennsylvania Township News magazine.
If you are an elected or appointed official or an employee of a dues-paying member township of the Pennsylvania State
Association of Township Supervisors, you are eligible to receive this convenient service.

SO SUBSCRIBE TODAY AND

STAY UP-TO-DATE!

PSATS Newsletter Subscription Service Order Form

YES, I want to stay up-to-date with the PSATS NEWS BULLETIN every month.
Name (please print) _______________________________________________________________
Township _________________________________ County ________________________________
Street Address ___________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________________________________________________

Please check one:*

oTownship-Paid Subscription (Tax-Exempt)
$2.08 x ______(no. of months remaining in 2016)
$2.08 x ______(no. of months remaining in 2016)
plus 6% sales tax

State _____________________________ Zip __________________________________________
Daytime Phone (____________) _____________________________________________________
Choose one:
Please deliver to my mailing address above.
Please deliver to my email address: ______________________________________________

Total

= $__________

NOTE: Payment is required upfront to activate your
subscription.

SEND TO:

Method of payment: q Check enclosed (Payable to PSATS)

q MasterCard

= $__________
= $__________

*Beginning in 2017, PSATS will bill you to renew your
subscription for the new year.

PAYMENT INFORMATION:
q Visa

= $__________

o Taxable Subscription

PSATS Newsletter Subscription Service
4855 Woodland Drive
Enola, PA 17025-1291
Phone: (717) 763-0930
Fax: (717) 763-9732
Email: kalbert@psats.org

q Discover

Please note: We do NOT accept American Express.
If paying by credit card, please complete the following:
Card number: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Expiration Date (mm/yy): _ _ /_ _
CCV (3-digit code on back of credit card): _ _ _
Print name as it appears on card:_________________________________________________________
Cardholder’s address as it appears on statement:___________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Cardholder's signature:_________________________________________________________________

Note about this service: PSATS will continue to send one copy

of the PSATS NEWS BULLETIN free to every township secretary, as
always. The Newsletter Subscription Service provides an alternative to
township officials who would like to receive their own copy of the PSATS
NEWS BULLETIN at their home or office via mail or email.
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